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Soviets Criticized)

On Aid io Cuba

The White House yesterday
sharply . criticized - Sowet -military -
_shipments - to-Cuba and sindicated.
that Presndent Reagan wnil soom
speak out on the su‘bject. LR

. Deputy “press secretary' ¢Larry.;
Speakee was asked about a. repost, -
first published Jan. 13 in The Washw
 ington Post;._ that crates. o£~new~So-
viet aircraft; have been: detected-at.
an airfield outside: Havana..,Heede-m
clinedi to" comment _oit theuspecnﬁ
intelligence Teport, but said: 7% 155 '7"‘7

- “We do-note that the Soviets have,.
expanded the military modernization’.]
of Cuba. through the’ yeam.—«He'sald g
the Soviet’ Union~sent ‘three  fimes”’
more military equipment to Cuba i in®
1981 than-in‘any year since 1962. ":‘:
* “We believe that Soviet deliveries;
to Cuba facilitate. trans-shipments to]

, _ such countries ; asw- quaragua, E
. Speakes shid.” “Phae;mam "ulti-
' Jmately used agamst El Salvador™ ..
> Reagan-has: before hun a. ~wide |
range:of ophons for mponsesto ‘the ] ]
‘Soviet. shipments, Speakes. said, and
*it might;well*be that the préldent
‘will elect to-implement one of them.”:
Speakes- added, however, that he" dxd
-not meanto'gm thei 1mpressxon ‘that] .
.Reagan is™“about™ to" take actxon ]
agamst the Soviets or Cuba. *™" 1%
“The: crates ‘could conta_li_l Mlg 23’__'
f shiers, whlch Moscow. insists. are-
‘defensive. weepone and therefore do ;
~‘not. vxolate:tlw 1962, undetstandmg
undel:r wluch.. the . Sovrete promxsed
noteto,send ‘offensive . weapons to—
-Cuba’’ Theyg,also could “contain;as
' bomber: yersion of the Mig.23; which:’
_could” represent. a violation: sof.,thev

undemtandmgxm.‘,rm” iR ' 54
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